Political Activity Hypothetical

Community Inaction Agency, Inc. (“CIA”) is a nonprofit community action agency in the city of Sun which runs a number of anti-poverty programs, including Head Start, WIC, Foster Grandparents, state- funded child care, housing assistance, and a job training center.  CIA uses its CSGB funds for case management services, community needs assessment and planning, enhancement of linkages with other community anti- poverty programs, as well as neighborhood youth programs in CIA satellite offices, and a portion of indirect costs for central management.

Andy Activist, a member of the CIA Tripartite Board from the low-income sector, is a community activist who happens to be a strong supporter of the Democratic Party presidential nominee, Danny Democrat.  He is interested in CIA becoming involved in voter registration activities as Election Day is approaching.  As a federally funded nonprofit, can CIA conduct voter registration activities?  If so, how can they become involved and where can the activities take place?

Polly Politico, longtime Chairperson of the CIA Board of Directors, is running on the Republican ticket for State Senator. She has reserved CIA well and was responsible for hiring the current Executive Director, Eddie Dare.  She is looking for support from CIA and asks DAE for a few favors:

1. As a small token of its support, would CIA buy a $100 ticket to a campaign fundraiser?
2. Perhaps Dare could also buy a ticket himself and ask the CIA department heads at the next staff meeting to do the same?
3. Would Dare be willing to write a letter to the editor about her service on the Board and express his support of her candidacy?

4. And would CIA sign on to an ad supporting her? And, by the way, would CIA mind if she addressed the crowd at the annual CIA dinner in October?

