What is Denver Homeless Court?
    
Denver Homeless Court is a program to assist homeless people who have successfully connected to services and are ready to integrate into society, but who have outstanding criminal warrants preventing them from obtaining stable housing, employment, and benefits. It is a collaboration between the Department of Human Services, community outreach agencies, the City Attorney’s Office, the Municipal Public Defenders Office, and the County Court Bench. Homeless Court is held the first Friday of every month.  
 

What types of violations and defendants qualify for Denver Homeless Court?

 

Criminal charges appropriate for Homeless Court are “victimless” crimes.  Crimes involving assault, threats, property damage, etc. are not handled in Homeless Court.  The most frequent charges which may be eligible for Homeless Court are:
 

1. Trespass 

2. Panhandling 
3. Urinating in Public 

4. Park Curfew 

5. Possession of Marijuana 
6. Possession of Drug Paraphernalia 

7. Obstructing Sidewalks 

8. Public Consumption Of Alcohol 

9. Disorderly Intoxication 

10. Littering 
11. Pedestrian in Roadway 

 

The City attorney’s Office reviews the citation and checks a defendant’s criminal history and determines whether or not a case will be heard in Homeless Court taking into account public safety issues and the specific facts of the case.  Plea bargains are crafted which reflect the severity of the offense, the criminal history of the defendant and their involvement with community outreach services.  Plea offers will involve suspending jail sentences or fines on the condition of community service (typically five to ten hours) performed through and tracked by the referring agency.  Court review dates are set for each defendant in order to verify compliance.
