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Wehinar Goals

» To discuss and understand the
rules governing CAA lobbying
and advocacy

» To explain how CAAs can lobby
while staying within the law

Lobibying vs. Political (Campaign)
Activity
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Lobbying

Issues + Legislation

0 The code of a bill

H.R. 301[110] O PR
OF | s B Sewor 5. Constitution Article 1 Section §

iy

Political (Campaign) Activity

Ca ndiq’res
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an GAAs Do Advocacy!
Can we Lobby?

We Can Do It!

. "_ »

ederal Grant Law|  Tax Law
(Public & Nonprofit CAAs) (Nonprofit CAAs)

+ Federal award « Internal Revenue

authorizing statute Code 501(c)(3); 501(h)
- Appropriations acts
- OMB federal cost

principles (Uniform

Euidaclnce) g

* Award terms

S State/Local Rules
» Byrd Amendment (Public CAAs)

+ Anti-Lobbying
Act (?) + Check with local

gov't attorney
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Federal Grant Law Restrictions on Lobbying

Uniform Guidance

« Cost must be necessary and reasonable for the
performance of the federal award

« For nonprofit CAAs, legislative lobbying cost
generally unallowable (2 C.F.R. §$ 200.450)

Federal Appropriations Acts (certain agencies including HHS)

« Cannot use federal funds to lobby on any
legislation, appropriations, regulations,
agminisfrafive action, or Executive Orders, except
federal regulations and federal administrative
actions

Federal Grant Law Restrictions on Lobbying

(Public & Nonprofit CAAs)

Byrd Amendment

« Cannot use federal funds to influence federal
employees in making federal awards

Anti-Lobbying Act

- Application to grantees is not clear

« Restricts activities not covered by other federal
grant laws, including influencing "policy,” at any
level of government (federal, state, or local).

« Safest and most flexible approach is to use non-
federal unrestricted funds and/or volunteer time
to attempt to influence legislation, law,
ratification, policy, or appropriation at any level
of government.
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Rules of Thumb

+ Do not use federal funds to lobby
. No:lfrofii' CAAs CAN use unrestricted funds to

conduct a limited amount of lobbying
« Must on lobbying activities
« Can conduct certain types of and
without reporting to IRS (unlimited)

+ Public CAAs should check state and local rules re:
lobbying

Questions

(uestion 1

Can Head Start staff members pass
oura flier to Head Start parents
explaining how proposed federal
budget cuts will hurt Head Start
families?

Question 2

A Congressman wants ta visit
one of our Head Start centers to,
meet with staff and parents. ls it
OK for staff and parents to talk
about the impact of Head Start
ind why they think it's an
impartant program?

Question 3
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Question 1

Can Head Start staff members pass
our a flier to Head Start parents
explaining how proposed federal

budget cuts will hurt Head Start
families?

Federal Grant Law Restrictions on Lobbying

Uniform Guidance

» Cost must be necessary and reasonable for the
performance of the federal award

« For nonprofit CAAs, legislative lobbying costs are
generally unallowable (2 CF.R. $ 200.450)

Federal Appropriations Acts (certain agencies including HHS)

» Cannot use federal funds to lobby on any
legislation, appropriations, regulations,
agminisfra'rive action, or Executive Orders, except
federal regulations and federal administrative
actions
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Question 2

A Congressman wants to visit
one of our Head Start centers to
meet with staff and parents. Is it

OK for staff and parents to talk
about the impact of Head Start
and why they think it's an
important program?

Question 3

Can a Weatherization (WAP)
director email our state
senator about signing on to a
state budget proposal to
increase state spending on
energy efficiency measures?
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..Moreon (.3

3a) If the WAP director sent the e-mail on her own time
and using her personal email, is it OK for her to identify
herself as the CAA's WAP director who works at the CAA?

3b) Can the WAP director send the e-mail (on her own
time) using her CAA signature block, or using her CAA
work e-mail address?

3c) Can the WAP director ask weatherization clients to

call their elected officials in support/opposition to the
proposed measures?

Question 4

We would like to participate in
Days on the Hill events that take
place at the state house during
working hours. Can our Head
Start staff members go to a
hearing where hundreds of early
education staff are advocating for
an increase in salaries of childcay
workers?
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e Advocclcy |nf|uencnng Rules,
gulations, and Executive Orders"

*+ IRS lobbying information

Thec rainins - Fihe o Services Block G e arddl

Technical Assistance (T/TA) Center. It ted| Cammlﬂdmﬂwn
Services, inc. (CAPLAW) in the, pui:::: 2 WWM
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